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REMARKS—ON A NEW INSTRUMENT FOR . 


LARYNGOSCOPY, -RIINOSCOPY, AND FOR 
OPERATIONS IN THE ORAL CAVITY. 
By LOUIS ELSBERG, M.D., 
LECTURER ON DISEASTS OF THE LARYNX AND TITROAT IN THE UNIVERSITY OF 
NEW YORK, 
(Read before the New York County Medical Society, Nov, 2d, 1863.) 
I pestre to bring to your notice a new instrument, a tongue 
spatula, or rather sp im faucium, and to demonstrate its 
use for laryngoscopy and rhinoscopy, as well as in operations 
in the oral cavity. The tongue spatula is one of the unfortunate 
surgical instruments which almost everybody who has used 
them to any great extent, has found fault with, and modified. 
Without an attempt at exhaustive research, I have gained 
from various sources information of over fifty different kinds; 
and of the majority of these T can truly say that an ordinary 
spoon-handle serves the purpose just as well, if not better. 
Not going further back than to within the last twenty years, 
I have found that the publication of Green's “ Treatise on the 
Diseases of the Air Passages,” in 1846, in which it was 
claimed that a sponge-armed probang could be thrust at will 
into the interior of the living larynx, gave quite an impulse 
to the endeavors to construct a suitable instrument with 
which the tongue might be so much depressed, and at the 
same time drawn forward, as to reveal the upper edge of 
the epiglottis. Before the impetus thus given had subsided, 
the introduction of the laryngoscope by Czermak, in 1858, 
offered another and still stronger inducement to devise a 
proper tongue-spatula, The names that have been applied 
to it have varied, according to the modesty or fancy of the 
inventer or modilier, from the dignified and much promising 
one, “Speculum,” or even “ Laryngoscope,” to the simple 
but truthful one, “ Depressor.” To render an account of all 
the various kinds proposed, would be a diflicult and unpro- 
fitable, even were it a possible, task. 

It is desirable to have some means of assisting the patient 
in keeping his mouth open; 2. To hollow out the oral 
cavity posteriorly, and press the tongue forward and upon 
the very floor of the mouth without depressing its attach- 
ments with the larynx; 3. To have the blade for the tongue 
adjustable at different lengths; 4. To have some arrange- 
ment attached to hold the mirror in operations in the interior 
of the larynx, or the palate-hook in rhinoscopie investiga- 
tions, ete. On the other hand, it is undesirable to force or 
keep the patient’s mouth open by main strength; 2. Either 
to let the tongue slip over on the sides of the instrument, 
or rise back, and thus obscure vision and interfere with 
instruments in operations on the tonsils, uvula, in the 
pharyngo-nasal space or larynx,—or to pull on, constrain, or 
press upon it, so as to give the patient pain; and finally, it 
is undesirable to have the apparatus a complicated one. 

A tongue-spatula with all the good qualities to be found 
in others, and possessing the desirable features without the 
objectionable ones just mentioned, is certainly a great desi- 
deratum. And, in presenting to you an instrument which 
I believe to supply such as I want, I wish you particularly 
to notice the points in which it differs from those hitherto 
in use. 

A somewhat ladle-handled curved metallic blade, six and 
a half inches long, on its lower surface a little hollowed out 
laterally and roughened—with a handle, partly of metal and 
partly of hard rubber, attached at right angles, constitutes 
the tongue-piece. Two inches from the rounded free end 
of the blade an opening commences which is two inches 
long, and in which easily slides a button carrying a strip of 
metal, which plays flat upon the blade, and may also in any 

osition be raised to an angle of at least 45°, Two upright- 

ant wires, constituting the mouth-keeper, covered above 
with india-rubber tubing, are firmly attached to the nearer 
Au. Mep. Times, Vor. VIL, No. 26 
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end of this metallie strip, at an angle of about 130°, so that, 


I 
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on elevating the further extremity, the wires lie flet upon 
the blade and vice versa; to this extremity there Is fastened 


a 





1 
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either a band of india-rubber webbing, or a spiral spring. 
If the webbing is to be used exclusively, ¢ but two 
or three strong pins, inclined downwards, projecting from 
the junction of the tongue-blade and handle, are needed to 
fasten it; while a longitudinal opening, commencing at this 
junction and extending two inches upon the blade, and 
hooks projecting from the inner side of the handle, are used 
to secure the spiral spring. I have had instruments with 
both arrangements constructed, and in the spatula repre- 
sented in the cut, either the webbing or the spriu r may be 
employed. Attached to one of the upright wires is a little 
fork (of which a glance at the figure gives a better idea than 
verbal description might convey) intended to hold between 
its fangs the handle of a mirror-hook, or any other instru- 
ment desired to retain in the oral cavity.* 


aN 
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nothing 
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In the first place you will observe it is very simple in its 
construction ;f the manner of its use is obvious on inspee- 
tion. Next, you see that the blade for the tongue can be 
lengthened and shortened; its shape is that proposed by 
Czermak, which experience has shown to be best suited for 
its purpose ; and sufficient power can be exerted with it to 
smoothe down muscles rebelliously inclined, Then, the 
mouth-keeper does not, in spite of the patient, force the 
mouth open, but assists him in keeping it so—supporting 
the parts in that position so as to give some rest to the 
muscles which would otherwise have to be constantly 
exerted. On strongly calling the will into antavonistie 
action, the patient can shut his mouth almost completely, 
and this very consciousness in great part overcomes the 
instinctive opposition to the touch of instruments in the 
fauces, As soon as his will relaxes, the instrument by its 
elastic spring-power tends to keep the mouth open again. 
The width of the mouthkeeper is altered with the utmost ease 
by simply pressing the wires nearer together, or stretching 
them further apart, while a new piece of india-rubber tubing 
may as easily be slided over them for every new patient. 
The laryngoscope (palate-hook, ete.) holder conveniently 
fixates an instrument in any position, and allows it to be 
easily and quickly removed and replaced, so that the opera- 
tor may have both hands free. Finally, the tongue blace 
ean easily be freed from the mouthkeeper and mirror- 
holder, and used also alone like the common tongue- 
spatula; or the mouthkeeper can also be used alone, or to- 

* The instrument is made by Geo. Tiemann & Co., 63 Chatham street. 


+ The wood-cut makes it appear much more complicated than it really 
is, on account of representing in ope both its forms 
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gether only with the mirror-holder (which I frequently do, 
letting t 1 his tongue, horizontally protruded, 
with: his« wt loved or euarded with a handkerchief 
or towel) so that the apparatus is really adapted to many 
different ways ¢ ciuployment at spite its simplicity of 
arranevenmict 

When carefully introduced I have found (and, indeed, 





Irprise) that patients ha 
i 


ve well borne this instru- 


men Whose throats are cxcess 


ively sensitive, Certainly, 

Il cases where the mouth has to be ke pt open any con- 
siderable leng of time—whether for purposes of examina- 
tion or ¢ perauion, and whatever | ortion of the oral cavity, 


fauces, phary 
can be reache 


go-nasal space, larynx, or of any organ that 
} * fas 

involved—the advantages 

at once strike every practical mind. 

To app y it, p 


. 
the spatula, and 


d from the mouth, is 
it offers must 
ish the mouth-keeper as far forward upon 


make it lie as flathy upon it as possible ; 


be careful to introduce it well into the mouth, and to have 
the tongue properly under it; direct the patient to open 


the mouth as far as may he required fort 


he particular object 


of the application ; advance the spatula towards the base of 
the tongue, and fasten the sprine or india-rubber webbing. 
Both ih applying instr iments, and in all laryngoscopic 


examinations, thie practic nt’s attention must be specially 
called to his con tantly exerting h 3 will forcibly to protrude 
his tongue: the holding alone is else not sufficient 

Properly placed, and with a sufficient amount of natural 
or artificial light—with or without concentration—entering 
the oral cavity, this apparatus brings the whole of the 
fauces more view, on direct inspection, 
than any other instrument, or combination of instruments, 
of which I have any knowledge. Jt freely reveals, in the 
majore y of cases, al the ji st sitting, the whole anterior sur- 
Sauce of the epiylottis, 


little 


thoroughly into 


For indirect or mediate inspection a 
uirror, such as I here present, is needed in addition. 
This constitutes the laryngoscope. When it is duly held 
against the uvula—having been previously warmed, to pre- 
vent its tarnishing from the breath—the larynx, trachea, 
and bifurcation of the latter into the right and lett bronchi 
are distinctly seen. With the further addition of a little 
hook (such as I here show you) to hold, as occasion requires, 
he uvula and soft palate out of the way, the apparatus 
reveals, on mediate inspection in the same little mirror— 
previously warmed as before, at 






id now turned upwards— 
the posterior surface of the velum and upper posterior wall 
of the pharynx, the orifices of the Eustachian tubes, and 
Rosenmiutller’s fossa, the posterior nasal se ptum and nares, 
the turbinated bone and turbinated processes of the ethmoid 
bone, in short, the whole pharyngo-nasal space (bounded 
on the sides by-the pterygoid processes of the sphenoid bone; 
in front by the nasal fossw, above by the body of the 
sphenoid bone, and behind by the basilar portion of the 
occipital bone and upper cervical vertebrie), under favorable 
circumstances, to the covering mucous membrane of the 
nazal bones, and of the plate of the ethmoid. If, instead of 
the palate-hook, we add to our little mirror and other 
apparatus a forceps, such as I here present, we have the 
outtit for cesophagoscopy. This renders the dilatation of 
the cesophagus necessary, and although I have experimented 
on two or three individuals for this purpose, I have not yet 
succeeded in obtaining a good view into the esophagus, 
except at its commencement, That cesophagoscopy can be 
acconiplished, however, even if but to a limited extent, has 
been proved by the practice of Lewin in Berlin, and Seme- 
leder in Vienna. 

And now I shall proceed to demonstrate the application 
of my speculum faucium, and with it the laryngoscopal and 
rhinoscopal methods, upon some of the gentlemen present 


__-- rs 





TOWNSEND ON GLYCOGENIC FUNCTION OF THE LIVER, 


Dec, 26, 1863. 


Original Communications. 
GLYCOGENIC FUNCTION OF THE 
By HOWARD TOWNSEND, 4.D., 


PROFESSOR OF PHYSIOLOGY, 


LIVER, 


ALBANY MEDICAL COLLEGE, 

Some months ago we sent to you an account, which you 
published, of an experiment performed to detect the gly- 
cogene in the liver of a man who died five or six hours 
after having been injured by a railway accident, having 
been, up to the moment of the accident, in robust health, 
but in which case we were unsuccessful in discovering any 
liver sugar, or even glycogene. 

Having again performed a similar experiment, wherein 
the success has been decided, and now, like Archimedes, 
being able to exclaim “ Eureka!” we have thought a brief 
account of it might not be uninteresting. 

There has lat ly occurred a terrible atlray in a bar-room 
in our city between two desperate characters, resultmg in 
the death of one of the combatants, who was shot through 
the heart by a ball from a pistol in the hand of his oppo- 
nent. 

The man, who died almost instantaneously, was in his 
pliysique like a Hercules, some 35 years old, and a magni- 
ficent specimen of robust health and strength, and, as with 
most of his fraternity—coming from a class commonly 
called roughs—he drank deeply, and intoxication was one 
of the exciting causes of this fatal quarrel. 

The autopsy at the coroner’s inquest was performed by 
Dr. Swinburne, of this city, aided by Dr. Barker, Prof. of 
Chemistry in the Albany Medical College, to whom we are 
indebted for the specimens of the lungs and liver used in 
the demonstration before the class. 

We took a portion of the liver (which, by the way, gave 
a strong odor of alcohol), and, having chopped it mto a 
pultaceous mass and thoroughly washed it, in order to 
remove all the blood possible, we boiled it, to coagulate the 
albumen and to concentrate the liver juice; then, throw- 
ing the mass upon a filter, we allowed the fluid passing 
through to filter again through animal charcoal, when it 
came out a clear, opaline fluid, pure liver juice. This juice 
was boiled in a test tube over a Bunsen’s lamp, having 
previously thrown into the juice a few drops of the eupro- 
potassique test, which is as follows :— 





2 parts saturated solution of sulphate of copper, 
“ glycerine, 
solid caustic potash, 


3 
4 i 
when immediately the rich blue color of the test was 
changed to a reddish fawn-color, because of the liver juice 
containing sugar, whieh, having a powerful affinity for 
oxygen, took from the deutoxide of copper one of its 
equivalents of oxygen and threw it down as a protoxide, 
giving the characteristic red fawn-colored deposit. 

Had there been no sugar in the liver juice the color 
would have remained blue, as it did when we applied this 
same test to the juice extracted from the lung of the 
same man. Here no change took place, for there was no 
sugar to deoxydate the deutoxide of copper of the test. 

This same result was obtained by Trommer’s and the 
other more common tests, but Kletzinski’s is so delicate 
that it is quite unnecessary to resort to any other. 

Such was the result of the experiment not only in the 
lecture-room before the class, but also again in the labora- 
tory when the experiment was conducted by Prof. Barker, 
which result was exceedingly satisfactory, for all too well 
know, who have investigated this glycogenic function of 
the liver, how rare a thing it is to detect the sugar in the 
human liver, while it is the common sequence of an exa- 
mination of the liver of animals. Not but what it is pro- 
duced in the human liver just as it in the liver of animals, 
—but in our investigations with the human liver we very 
rarely have the opportunity to operate upon one in a 
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healthy condition—as we have had in this case just quoted 
—consequently sugar is rarely found in the human liver, or 
to quote Bernard’s own words (and as he is the discoverer 
of the glycogenic function of the liver, we must certainly 
admit him to be authority): ‘ As to the presence of 
sugar in the liver of man, it is evident that in the greatest 
number of cases where it has been sought after, i was 
impossible to detect it.” (Lecons de Physiologie, pp. 182.) 
And, again, in the same work, he says: “During severe 
maladies, particularly acute ones, the nutritive functions 
are seriously impaired, the function of the liver ceases, the 
liver producing no more sugar.” ‘Therefore this has been 
an exceedingly satisfactory experiment, and we may add 
a conclusive one—though Dr. Pavy, one of Bernard’s 
former pupils, now of Guy’s hospital, London, would 
doubtless differ from us in this conclusion, or at least the 
deductions from the excellent and most interesting work 
on diabetes, which Dr. Pavy has lately published, seem to 
be adverse to Bernard's logical deductions and admirable 
views in reference to this glycogenic function of the liver. 

Though the term Glucose is used for the liver sugar, it 
is searcely necessary for us to state that, notwithstanding 
the latter closely resembles gluose, it is not identical, It 
is a sugar of animal origin, common to all species yet 
known, and is distinguished from all other sugars by the 
readiness of its decomposition in the blood. It originates 
in the tissue of the liver, and is produced by the trans- 
formation of another peculiar substance, which is found 
anteriorly ; which substance is in itself produced in the 
tissue of the liver, and is termed glycogene—from two 
Greek words, meaning sugar-producing. 

The ultimate composition of which, according to Pelouze, 
is C,,H,Ow, which is easily converted into sugar by any 
of the animal ferments, like that contained in the saliva— 
ptyalm—or those found in the blood. By these this glyco- 
gene is converted into sugar by a catalytic process similar 
to that which would transform starch under like con- 
ditions, 

This production of liver sugar is during health a con- 
stant process. It is absorbed by the blood from the tissue 
of the liver, and disappears very soon after entering the 
circulation, ordinarily not found even in the lung tissue. 
The precise nature of the changes which it undergoes after 
entering the vascular system is not known, but according 
to Lehmann and Robin, it is at first converted into lactic 
acid (C,H,O,), which decomposes the alkaline carbonates 
of the blood, setting free carbonic acid, and forming lac- 
tates of soda and potassa, consequently aiding materially in 
the respiratory process. 

This theory of the glycogenic function of the liver is now so 
well known, that it is scarcely necessary to attract atten - 
tion in this manner to it, but we have been tempted to 
send you this account of our successful experiment, be- 
cause of the great rarity of detecting sugar or even glyco- 
gene in-the human liver, from the reasons already stated, 
Though an eye-witness of many of Bernard's experi- 
ments “ faites au Collége de France,” it was never our good 
fortune there to see the sugar extracted from the human 
liver. 











A NEEDLE SWALLOWED, 


AND MAKING ITS WAY THROUGH THE WALLS OF 


THE ABDOMEN, 
By FREDERICK D. LENTE, M.D. 


SURGEON TO “WEST POINT FOUNDRY.” 


I was called to a little girl, about seven years of age, a few 
days ago, under the following circumstances: Five months 
ago, during the month of July, she said to her mother that 
she had swallowed a pin; but, as no unpleasant symptoms 
supervened, the occurrence was soon forgotten, and nothing 
more was heard of the pin until a few days ago, when 


{“of his clerks to witness the phenomenon. 


her in the belly ; and upon feeling with her fingers she dis- 
covered what she supposed to be the forgotten pin; upon 
examining the spot, which was a few inches below the 
umbilicus, after some manipulation I managed to get the 
two ends of the substance between two fingers, and, on 


| pressing one end eutwards forcibly, the point of what 


proved to be a needle an inch and a half in length projected 
through the skin, and was drawn out by a pair of forceps. 
It was blackened and very brittle. No unpleasant conse- 
quences have resulted. In connexion with this case I 
would call attention to No. 67 of the Pathological Museum 
of the New York Hospital; a boy’s heart, the septum ven- 
triculorum of which is transfixed by a needle. It appears 
not to have produced any serious consequences, The boy 
died of a wound of the subclavian artery. I knew an old 
gentleman some years ago, who was engaged in a large 
mercantile business. He suffered for twenty or thirty 
years with “ neuralgie pains,” so they were called, in differ- 
ent parts of the body, for which but little relief was 
obtained, and from which his constitution suffered very 
much, One day, while writing in a private room of his 
establishment, and rubbing his knee, which was, at the 
time, the seat of one of his neuralgic attacks, suddenly, to 
his great surprise, the point of a needle popped out of the 
skin. Before endeavoring to pull it out, he called in some 
He never after- 
wards suffered from any of his former attacks; and, at the 
time I saw him, enjoyed good health. 


Coupsrrine, Noy. 19, 1868, 
——S 


PERMANGANATE OF POTASH IN HOSPITAL 
GANGRENE. 
By F. HINKLE, M.D., A. A. Sune., U. 


JARVIS GEN. HOSPITAL, BALTIMORE, MD. 


x 
5 


A. 


I most respectfully subjoin another case of gangrene treated 
since my last report was made, which still more fully con- 
firms the efficiency of this valuable and unprecedented 
remedial agent in the disease, 
ok * * * * * * *« * 
William Riley, Oct. 20th, private Co. B, Ist N. J. Artil- 
lery, received an extensive shell wound of the thigh at the 
battle of Gettysburg, July 24,1863. He was admitted 
into this hospital July 16th, 1863. His wound progressed 
favorably until the middle of August, when ulcerative gan- 
grene made its appearance. The whole wound in two 
days’ time was one frightful mass of disease, Solution of 
the continuity advanced every hour, leaving a wound ten 
inches long and four in width, commencing just above the 
trochanter major of the right thigh, and extending back- 
wards and down the external surface of the thigh, exposing 
the gluteus maximus, vastus, externus, ete., freely ; the bone 
itself was very nearly exposed below the trochanter ma- 
jor. He was treated with tonics, quinia locally ; the nitric 
acid was applied, with charcoal and yeast poultices, for more 
than eight days. He was one of the first patients taken with 
it, and the liq. potass. permanganatis was not then used in 
this hospital. I solicited the surgeon in charge to 
make special requisition for it. It was furnished by our 
medical purveyor Surgeon Cox, with great dispatch. The 
disease had hitherto resisted the use of the nitric acid and 
nitrate of silver, yeast poultices, &c. Patient’s sufferings 
were very intense ; system perfectly prostrated ; countenance 
very anxious and very pale. In addition to his wound, the 
patient, when admitted, was suffering with chronic diarrheea, 
and is now troubled with the same. He was ordered liq. 
potass. permanganatis 3 ss., aque Oj., wash the wound every 
three hours, and dress with lint soaked in the same, The 
pure liq. potass. permanganatis was applied with a hair pencil 
every two hours, and as the case improved applied less 
frequently, so that, finally, once or twice the strong wash 
was only applied. Continued the tonics and diarrhcea 
medicines. In two days’ time the disease yielded, and four 
days after the gangrene was freed from the entire wound, 





she complained that, on stooping down, something pricked 





eaving a bright red granulating surface, with deep cavities 
























hi re: 3 l there exte din r in between the muse The 
we vash was now continued as a simple dressing, and in 
the ea p ff November he was able to walk about, his 
oC} } Iso greatly improved. November 2,—The 
patent has been indulging in the free use of stimulants for 
the last three days, having gone out on a pass abusing it. 
Th te (Nov. 28th) he was attacked the second time 
with gangrene, The newly cicatrized wound now presented 
a dark liver-like appearance, and in twenty-four hours the 
W & extent of the wound ulcerated as rap dly as though 


it were melted out with a white hot iron. The strong 


1 of permanganate of potassa, with constant dressings 
of the weak wash, was used. 
It was avain arrested as before, and now, t ninth day of 
IT) uber, is entire ly free of all disease; wound is granu- 
la in; and cicatrization 1s going on rapidly 


FE. Hinkre, 
Act, Assist, Surgeon. 
oe _ 
OSSEOUS TUMOR OF THE 
By J. N. DANFORTH, 


GREENFIELD, N, H, 


UTERUS. 
M.D. 
t-mortem examit 


lear « across a@ very Cl 
with the uterus. The tumor 


Ix making a pos weeks ago, 
crowth, connecte l 


ular « 


ation some 


ITious OsSSeCOUS 





of an irreg void shape, 


measuring two imches in length, and three and one-half 
inches in circumference, at its largest part. It is inclosed 
ha firm Hhorous capsule, and is attached to the posterior 

ee of the uterus, balf an inch below the fundus uteri, 
by 1 but exceedingly strong fibrous pedicle. In 

( ie jf i exceed nely cle Hse a hard, and appears to 
he nothing more than an ill-shape mass of bony tissue, 
The uterine appendages aud body a the uterus are in a 
perfectly healthy condition; the cervix is slightly enlarged 

id indurated, 

The patient from whom the specimen was taken, died of 
acute peritonitis, after a short illness. She was upwards 
of sixty years of ave, and had long been noted for her 
Acts ity. iu d capacity ior * work,” In early life she was 

mewhat troubled with uterine “ weakness ’’—as it was 


many years this had entirely ceased, 
he has had no uterine whatever. 
many years married, and in vig rous 
ever | » pregnant. The tumor has every appear- 
mn old growth, and has probably been connected 
with the uterus for years. It evidently had no part in the 
eritonitis, as that could be cle arly traced 
and exposure. It is difficult to under- 
yw a bony growth, of equal size and weight with 
iterus itself, thus attached to the organ, with- 
displacement thereof, and consequent pain and 
ill health, especially in a person of more than usually active 
The cose is, it seems to me, in all respects a very 
singular departure from the laws of pathology, not only as 
to its causes, but as to its re sultsl. 
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Nov. 18th, 1863. 


oe — ------ 


Tur Medical Inspector-General of the Belgian army, M. 
Vieminekx, has issued a circular to all the army surgeons, 
juforming them that in conse quence of the proved efficacy 
of “rational hydrotherapie” in a variety of diseased con- 
ditions, he considers the time fas arrived for its formal 
introduction amongst the avowed therapeutical agencies 
at their command. He therefore induced the Minister 
of War to send an army surgeon of high repute to tho- 
roughly investigate the matter at M. Fleury's establish- 
ment at Schwalbein; and consequent upon his report it 
has been determined to establish a hydrotherapeutical 
departinent at the Brussels Military Hospital, and to accept 
M. Fleury’s offer to superintend the introduction of the 
method, and illustrate its application by a course of clinical 
lectures, to commence in November. 


Medical Timea, 1863, Dec. 26, 1863, 
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1868. 


year 


1863. 


Tre closing number of the suggests a brief review 


and record of its medical events. They are not numerous 


or very important, but still they deserve a passing refer- 


Medical 
was perhaps the most important event in civil life. 
Two \ 


Association 
For 


years no meeting had been held, and there was danger 


The meeting of the American 


t professional in rted from 
But the 


late meeting was one of unusual interest, and proved that 


terest would gradually be dive 
this growing and already powerful organization. 
in the future this great exercise 
a controlling influence ae the profession in this country. 
The be held in New York city, 
under the Presidency of Aa Aupen Marcu, 


national society is to 


next annual meeting, 
will be one 
of the most interesting of its anniversaries. 

The progress of the great national conflict 


One of the 


largely inter- 
important elements 
of military success is the medical organization, and in the 
war 


ests our profession, most 


present we are in position to recognise it as the 


most important. ‘The efficiency of armies depends entirely 
upon the physical force of the individual soldier, and the 
latter is in the keeping of the army surgeon. If to the 
medical staff of an army full power and requisite means 
be given to preserve health, it has again and again been 
demonstrated that the health of an army may be maintain- 
ed even in the most insalubrious districts. 
period of the history of the 


Indies, it was diflicult for 


At an early 
British possessions in the East 
the authorities to maintain the 
English troops were 
swept off by the diseases peculiar to the climate in a fright- 
But England the hygieaic 
the bitter experience of the Crimean war, and 
has latterly given due prominence to them, with the most 
In the recent Eastern 


requisite force to hold the country. 


ful ratio. learned value of 


means in 


sattsiactory results. 
Eng 


they passed through the most malarious districts, equal to 


campaigns of 
lish armies, a degree of health was maintained, though 





that of the people in England. Our own experiences dur- 
The health of 
many of our army corps has been preserved only by the 
vigilant exertions of the medical department. 


ing the past year are not less striking. 


Seconded 
and aided by intelligent corps commanders, the army of 
the Cumberland, which las achieved such great successes, 
has been saved from scurvy and other wasting diseases, 
only through the efforts of Our 
armies in the South-West have preserved a high degree 
of health when we take into account the insalubrious dis- 
tricts in which they have operated. But this result has 
been obtained only as the sequel of the labors of the medi- 
We could multiply striking instances of 
the inestimable value of a well appointed medical staff to 
the efficiency and success of our armies. But our object is 
the necessity that a higher and more 
influential position be assigned to the medical elemént in 
our military organization. We regfgt to add that there 
has not only been no advance of the army medical depart- 


the medical officers. 


cal department. 


mere ly to show 
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ment in the favor of Government, but that its position is 
to-day more anomalous and humiliating than ever. The 
chief of the staff, the Screrox-Generat, is an exile from 
his official seat without known cause, and all the affairs of 
the department are, without preparation or consultation, 
intrusted to other hands. 

Medical Directors who have the power to swell the 
ranks of the army with stalwart men, still occupy most 
subordinate positions. Their rank is most inferior, and 
they have only advisory powers, and even these they are 
seldom allowed to exercise. Instead of meeting the board 
of war as an equal in rank with commanders, and adding 
their invaluable opinion as to the expediency of great 
movements, they learn only casually of the projected 
change of position, and merely adapt their plans accord- 
ingly. The regimental surgeon, still more isolated, faith- 
fully follows his command to the field of conflict, :parti- 
cipates in all its dangers and hardships, but without the 
slightest encouragement of being rewarded by promotion, 
He sees inferior officers of the line rise from position to 
position for meritorious services, but no such distinction 
ever awaits him, though he spend a lifetime in the army, 
and serve on a thousand battle-fields. 

The medical department of the army -has performed its 
duties faithfully, and deserves well of Government. With 
wise forethought and commendable discretion it has used 
its meagre powers for the promotion of the welfare of the 
and with eminent success. 
only change which legislation has effected in the 


arm 
T 
medical staff is the enlargement of the corps of sanitary 


y; 
he 


inspectors. This was a most desirable addition, as it gave 
greater scope and effectiveness to a branch of the service 
on which depended in a great degree the health of the 
army. The new Inspectors were, for the most part, men 
of good professional reputation, and qualified for their 
duties, The corps, as appointed, remains intact, with the 
exception of one member, Pror. F. H. Hasiitox, who 
leit the service in August last. He was succeeded by 
Dr. Le Contre, who is well known as a scientific man. 
During the year an important change has been made in the 
head of this bureau. Medical Inspector-General Prertey 
resigned his office, and was succeeded by Surgeon J. K. 
Barnes. Recently Dr. Barnes has been appointed Actine 
Screzon Generar, and Dr. J. M. Cuyier has been ap- 
pointed Acting Mepic t Inspector Genera, These 
changes in the Department of Sanitary Inspection have 
added much to the effectiveness of the service. 

The past year has been remarkable for the number of 
eriginal American medical works which have appeared. 
The greater number belong to army medical literature, 
and are works of more than average merit. Re-publica- 
tions have not been as numerous as formerly, and for the 
most part consist of new editions of old works. The peri- 
odical medical literature has shown no improvement. 
The year has proved unfavorable on account of the ad- 
vance in the price of material, and the inability of pub- 
lishers to raise the terms of subscription. Our necrological 
record is not large, but it embraces some eminent names; 
Watson, Cammany, Harsen, Hitprets, Harrmay, are 
among the number of those whose loss the profession at 
large must sincerely mourn. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
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THE WEEK. 


Vircrow has given to the medical world a new and very 


important work on “ pathological tumors ;” the first volume 
is just out, the second is to follow in February next. In 
the preface to Vol. L., he SAYS? 
the immediate object which I had proposed to myself in 


“T sueceeded in fulfilling 


thirty lectures, delivered during the months of November 
to March. lual leetures 
will show to those who take an interest in such matters, 


The prefixed date of the indivic 


that even on days when important debates took place in 
the House of Deputies I always came up to my duty as 
teacher. For the satisfaction of my friends I may add, that 
the quiet and often unnoticed labor of the student requires 
a larger amount of strength and application than the more 
loud, and in consequence, generally, more grateful activity 
of the politician, which frequently appeared to me, at least, 
like a recreation.” It may be hardly nece sary to add tha 
Virchow wus a renowned leader in the ranks of the oppo- 


sition in the Prussian Chamber of Deputies. 


Wuite the Cireular of the Aforton Testimonial Association, 
‘k physicians, is 


asking for the co-operation of New Yor 
being extensively diffused among us, it is but right to 
call the attention of the profession to the late suit of “ Mor- 
ton versus the N. Y. Eye Infirmary.” Dr. 
having levied tribute upon the New York City and Belle- 
vue Hospitals, applied to the Managers of the N. Y. Eye 


Morton, after 


Infirmary for compensation for their use of Lis so called 
“patent,” which demand they, under the peculiar cireum- 
stances of the case, thought fit to decline. A suit was 
accordingly commenced by Dr. M. in the U. S. Cireuit 
Court, claiming damages in the modest sum of $50,000, 
After hearing testimony, Judge Shipman charged the jury 
against the claims of the plaintiff, contending that, as ether 
had been long used in the practice of medicine, the new 
application of it to the purposes of anaesthesia could not be 
regarded as a just claim for a “ patent.” The plaintiff was 
consequently nonsuited. A knowledge of this fact will 
hardly tend to advance the interests of Dr. Morton in this 
region, or to excite for him the sympathies of the Pro- 
fession. 


Correspondence. 


THE STATE OF THE PROYVESSION IN THE 
COUNTRY. 
[To the Editor of the American Meprear Times.] 
Sm :—A week spent in an interior city of this State dr ring 
the past summer, suggested the present communication, 
The city alluded to is situated about the centre of the 
State, contains a population of over twenty thousand, is 
one of the oldest, and reput ‘d one of the wealthiest in the 
Empire State. In visiting such a place I certainly antici- 
pated finding something of professional interest, and wit- 
nessing the successful treatment of some of those local 
affections, which are usually objects of interest to the phy- 
sician residing in some other section of country. But 
though the summer was, as I was informed there, one of 
more than usual sickness, I came away without learnir g 
anything of interest. The prevailing epidemic at the time 
was a very severe form of putrid sore throat, universally 
styled diphtheria, In the treatment of the subsequent ge- 
neral prostration of such cases, I fuund the pyrophosphate 
of iron extolled by some as one of the latest and most val.- 
_ 
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able discoveries of science, and even this, though now so | 
long in successful usc, was entirely unknown to several, 


nothing new to com- 
municate, but I wish to make a few remarks on what I 
prominent causes of 
in this age of professional and scientific 

‘irst, | would notice 
intercourse 


th a visit I have certainly 


suppose to be the such backwardness 


provTressa, 


the want of social and professional 
fat 
here were 
well educated, 
though I cannot say well read, for their education was all 


amongst practitioners, 


sonic 
twenty or more regular practising physicians, 
of the past, whilst their reading of the later discoveries in 
science and practice was of the most limited kind. Ina 
few Oo Hices | found the * Medical Times,” in still fewer the 
* Lancet,” while many were wholly strangers to any of the 
medical publications of the day. 
ber of physicians there was 





With such a large num- 
ho professional SO lety, where 
would create and 
Inve stigation and study so necessary 
ntracted sense of the 
word, pecuniary, is, it must be admitted, attained in some 
i Yet sue- 


and professional reputation (the ;dearest 


. mt “yehye ree { 
an diterchbahye ot 


ideas and 


sustain that taste for 


experience 
tO Success, Success, Ww the more e 


isolated cases by the most ignorant pretenders. 


7 
ces renerany 


object of a well educated physician's ambition) is only 
attained by unrelenting study. Besides, all agree that 
there is no profession more slavish or trying than that of 
medicine When pursued merely as a means of living. The 


clerk in astore with a tixed salary, or even the daily laborer, 


Whose Wol k 


ends at six o'clock, may well be envied by the 
’ . " = 
iclanh, 


practising pliys who toils both bodily and mentally 
for a precarious subsistence, from early morning until late 
it night, and is then subject to the call of any or every one 


from wight to morning, if his profession is not endeared to 
hidvna by some higher aim and his labor lightened by scien- 
tific thought. Much as we may be given to study, when 
fresh from most men will gradually relax their 
reading and lose that taste, when surrounded by the sterner 
qduties and strug 


1 
Cilla 


1] 
couece, 


les of life, if mot encouraged by the inter- 
ve of thought and stimulated by intercourse with others 
of similar tastes and acquirements. In a city such as that 
of which Iam now speaking, a society, meeting once a week, 
or even once a month, is more needed amid the drudgery of 
medical practice than in any other profession in lite. It 
not only excites an interest for the time, but also er ates, 
not situply a taste but a necessity for more liberal reading. 

her loeal peculiarity, which seemed rather strange, 
was that physicians all kept a large stock of medicines in 

ittices, and invariably supplied their patients, at the 
of twenty-five or fifty cents, according to the quautity 
of pills or powders dealt out. This certainly is reducing the 
profession to the position of mere pill venders, and was 
rather a humiliating sight. A great part of the physician's 
in his office was spent, not in reading, but in com= 
pounding nostrums (for in many cases they deserved no 
oiler name), but which were ultimately sent out in the 
crudest forms. On expressing surprise at a medical man’s 
wasting his time in this way instead of sending his prescrip- 
tion to the apothecary, various reasons were assigned. 
Some said they could not change from the old system, 
Without a loss of practice. Still they confessed that in many 
cases they never got paid for either advice or medicine. 
Others said that there were no apothecaries in the city 
capable of compounding their prescriptions. This led me to 
inquire into the state of pharmacy in this place. And while 
| found it backward, as might be expected from the foregoing 
causes, if Compared favorably with the sister profession, 
On the principal street there were some eight or ten esta- 
blishments for the sale of drugs, paints, groceries, and what 
not, 
pharmaceutical colleges, One had but lately arrived there, 
and was so thoroughly disgusted with the position of his 
profession that he was anxious to leave the town. The 
other displayed in his store diplomas worthy of a better 


bathe ‘ 


rats 


Lime 








location; and both agreed that cheapness was the only! 


ineans of securing the patronage of their physicians. It is 
not su’ prising that the profession of that city was quif un- 


In two of them I found the proprietors graduates of 
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successful in the treatment of disease, and that most of 
the practitioners were decidedly sceptical as to the efficacy 
of their remedies. They never reflected that they could not 
expect much from medicines kept for months at the apo- 
thecaries’ shelves, and still longer in their own offices. 
Cannot suggestions through your columns lead to the 
formation of medical societies in all cities? I have no doubt, 
results would in time follow, conducive not only to the im- 
mediate benefit of those joining such societies, but also ele- 
vating the general status of the profession. 
Yours, ete., 
Mepicvs. 


’ 


— 
OUR RELIGIOUS CONTEMPORARIES AND 
QUACKERY. 
(To the Editor of the American Meptcat Times.) 

‘Sin :—It is with the deepest regret that we see the so- 
called religious papers, even some of those who for a long 
time kept themselves free, now prostituting their columns 
in the interest of quacks and quack nostrums. It is bad 
enough that these brazen-faced pretenders meet us in 
almost every column of our secular papers, but they must 
also invade those which come into our families under the 
vuise of religion, and are put into the hands of our children, 

The real object of most of these universal remedies, 
when plainly stated, is to cure diseases arising from vene- 
real excesses, syphilis, and among females to remove the 
results of regular or illicit intercourse. 

Where shall we look for an honest support to morals and 
‘ligion if our best papers desert us? 

What is the purpose of the gambling house or hell ?—7Zo 
obtain money. 

What the purpose of the brothel ?—To obtain money. 

What the purpose of the quack, and his vaunted reme- 
dies ?—To obtain money. 

What the purpose of our secular and religious papers, in 
thus prostituting themselves ?—7o obtain money. And in 
cach case we affirm it is obtained at the sacrifice of right, 
of truth, of justice. N 

New York, Dee. 22, 1863. 


Medical News. 


Mr. Barwet’s Apotocy to Prorrssor Gross.—In 
the London Lancet of Dee. 5, we find the following 
prompt apology of Mr. Barwell. He says:—In justice to 
Dr. Gross, of Philadelphia, whom I have unintentionally 
wronged, I must beg space for the insertion of this letter. 
Dr. Gross has written to me complaining that in a note 
appended to my third lecture “On Hip-Disease” (Tne 
Lancet, Oct. 17, 1863) I had accused him of appropriating 
some woodcuts from my published works without acknow- 
ledgment, and the eminent author points out that in his 
pretace my name is included amongst a list of surgeons to 
whom he is indebted for a certain number of his illustrations. 
The statement of Dr. Gross is perfectly correct, and I have 
done him a great injustice. The fact is, that I had the 
second volume of his valuable and laborious work in my 
possession, but not the first. Finding many of my wood- 
cuts used, and no acknowledgment appended, I concluded 
these illustrations were not acknowledged, and it did not 
occur to me to look for my name in the preface. In this I 
was wrong; and I beg to state that Dr. Gross has made 
all due and necessary avowal of the borrowed woodcuts, 
I trust that he will pardon the error into which I very 
unwittingly fell, aud which I now most willingly retract. 
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Vircnow’'s name again occupies a prominent place in the 
debates now going on in the Prussian Chamber of Depu- 
ties. “He spoke in his usual sarcastic and telling style, 
denouncing the system of warnings and the stupid and igno- 
rant annoyance to which the Prussian Press has been sub- 
jected for nearly half a year at the hands of the local 
authorities.” — Brit. Jour. 
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and even this, 


SCLEelICe, though. now so 
long iceesstul use, was entirely unknown to several. 
From such a visit I have certainly nothing new to com- 
municate, buat I wish to make a few remarks on what I 
suppose to be the prominent causes of such backwardness 
in this ave of professional and scientific progresa, 
First, | would notice the want of social and professional 
intercourse amongst practitioners. There were some 
twenty or more regular practising physicians, well edueated, 


though I cannot say well read, for their education was all 
of the past, whilst their reading of the later discoveries in 
sclence and practice was of the most Ina 


limited kind. 


few offices found the “ Medical Thi #8, 4 in still fewer the 
* Lancet,” while many were wholly strangers to any of the 
medical publications of the day. With such a large num- 


ber of physicians there was no professional society, where 


an interchange of ideas and experience would create and 
sustain that taste for investigation and study so necessary 
to success, Succes . on the more contracted sense of the 
word, pecunlary, is, it must be admitted, attained in some 
isolated cases Dy the most ignorant pretenders, Yet sue- 
cess generally and professional reputation (the jdearest 
object of a well educated physician’s ambition) is only 
attained by unrelenting study. Besides, all agree that 


is no profession more slavish or trying than that of 
medicine when pursued merely as a means of living. The 
with a fixed salary, or even the daily laborer, 
se work ends at six o'clock, may well be eny ied by the 


there 


} , 
Merk In a Store 


Who 





practising physician, who toils both bodily and mentally 
for a preearious subsistence, trom early morning until late 
at might, and is then subject to the eall of any or every one 
from night to morning, if his profession Is not endeared to 
hint by some higher aim and his labor lightened by scien- 
tific thought. Much as we may be given to study, when 
fresh from college, most men will gradually relax their 
reading and lose that taste, when surrounded by the sterner 
duties and strugeles of life, if not encouraged by the inter- 
cha of thought and stimulated by inte rcourse with others 
of similar tastes and acquirements, In a city such as that 


of which Lam now speaking, a society, meeting once a week, 
or even once a month, is more needed amid the drudgery of 
medical practice than in any other profession in life. It 
not only excites an interest for the time, but also ereates, 
t simply a taste but a necessity for more liberal reading, 


hier 


Another local pe uliarity, which seemed rather strange, 
was that physicians all kept a large stock of medicines in 
their offices, and invariably supplied their patients, at the 
rat ol twenty-live or lifty cents, according to the quautity 


of pulls or powders dealt out. This certainly is reducing the 
profession to the position of mere pill venders, and was 
rather a humiliating sight. A great part of the physician's 
time in his office was spent, not in reading, but in com+ 
pounding nostrums (for in many cases they deserved no 
oiler name), but which were ultimately sent out in the 
crudest forms. On expressing surprise at a medical man’s 
Wasting his time in this way instead of sending his prescrip- 
tion to the apothecary, various reasons were assigned, 
Some said they could not change from the old system, 
Without a loss of practice, Still they confessed that in many 
cases they never got paid for either advice or medicine. 
Others said that there were no apothecaries in the city 
capable of compounding their preseriptions, This led me to 
inquire into the state of pharmacy in this place. And while 
I found it backward, as might be expected from the foregoing 
causes, it compared favorably with the sister profession. 
On the principal street there were some eight or ten esta- 
blishments for the sale of drugs, paints, groceries, and what 
not, 
pharmaceutical colleges, One had but lately arrived there, 
and was so thoroughly disgusted with the position of his 
profession that he was anxious to leave the town. The 


other displayed in his store diplomas worthy of a better 


In two of them I found the proprietors graduates of 
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| successful in the treatment of disease, and that most of 


location; and both agreed that cheapness was the only! 


means of securing the patronage of their physicians. It is 


hot su’ prising that the profession of that city was qui un- 








the practitioners were decidedly sceptical as to the efficacy 
of their remedies. They never reflected that they could not 
expect much from medicines kept for months at the apo- 
thecaries’ shelves, and still longer in their own offices. 
Cannot suggestions through your columns lead to the 
formation of medical societies in all cities? I have no doubt, 
results would in time follow, conducive not only to the im- 
mediate benefit of those joining such societies, but also ele- 
vating the general status of the profession. 
Yours, ete., 
Mepicvs. 


’ 


oo 
OUR RELIGIOUS CONTEMPORARIES AN D 
QUACKERY. 
(To the Editor of the American Meprean Times.) 

:—It is with the deepest regret that we see the so- 
called religious papers, even some of those who for a long 
time kept themselves free, now prostituting their colurans 
in the interest of quacks and quack nostrums. It is bad 
enough that these brazen-faced pretenders meet us in 
almost every column of our secular papers, but they must 
also invade those which come into our families under the 
guise of religion, and are put into the hands of our children, 

The real object of most of these universal remedies, 
when plainly siated, is to cure diseases arising from vene- 
real excesses, syphilis, and among females to remove the 
results of regular or illicit intercourse. 

Where shail we look for an honest support to morals and 
religion if our best papers desert us ? 

What is the purpose of the gambling house or hell ?—To 
obtain money. 

What the purpose of the brothel ?—To obtain money. 

What the purpose of the quack, and his vaunted reme- 
dies ?—To obtain money. 

What the purpose of our secular and religious papers, in 
thus prostituting themselves ?—7b obtain money. And in 
each case we affirm it is obtained at the sacrifice of right, 
of truth, of justice. b. 

New York, Dec, 22, 1863. 
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a. 


Medical Nets. 


Mr. Barwewt’s Apotocgy to Prorgessor Gross.—In 
the London Lancet of Dee. 5, we find the following 
prompt apology of Mr. Barwell. He says:—In justice to 
Dr. Gross, of Philadelphia, whom I have unintentionally 
wronged, I must beg space for the insertion of this letter, 
Dr. Gross has written to me complaining that in a note 
appended to my third lecture “On Hip-Disease” (Tne 
Lancet, Oct. 17, 1863) I had accused him of appropriating 
some woodcuts from my published works without acknow- 
ledgment, and the eminent author points out that in his 
pretace my name is included amongst a list of surgeons to 
whom he is indebted for a certain number of his illustrations. 
The statement of Dr. Gross is perfectly correct, and I have 
done him a great injustice. The fact is, that I had the 
second volume of his valuable and laborious work in my 
possession, but not the first. Finding many of my wood- 
cuts used, and no acknowledgment appended, I concluded 
these illustrations were not acknowledged, and it did not 
occur to me to look for my name in the preface. In this I 
was wrong; aud I beg to state that Dr. Gross has made 
all due and necessary avowal of the borrowed woodcuts, 
I trust that he will pardon the error into which I very 
unwittingly fell, aad which I now most willingly retract. 








Vircnow’s name again occupies a prominent place in the 
debates now going on in the Prussian Chamber of Depu- 
ties. “He spoke in his usual sarcastic and telling style, 
denouncing the system of warnings and the stupid and igno- 
rant annoyance to which the Prussian Press has been sub- 
jected for nearly half a year at the hands of the local 
authorities.”—Brit. Jour, 
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femur, 231. 

Needle, swallowed, case of, 299. 

Nelaton’s probe, 288. 

Neligan, Dr. J. M., death of, 104. 

Nitrate of silver to deep cavities, 239, 

N. Y. Academy of Medicine, reports of, 15, 
my 170, 278, 290. 

. Y. Pathological Society, reports of, 38, 50, 74, 110, 123, 136, 

gs 194, 208, 217, 230, 243. 

N. Y. County Medical Society, anniversary of, 188. 

North, Dr. A., bronchotomy, 239, 251, 262. 

Noyes, Dr. H. D., disease of lachrymal apparatus, 1; degeneration 
of the eye, 38; opacity of cornea, 38. 


63, 75, 85, 97, 109, 


O. 


Oakum as a dressing for wounds, 98. 

Obscene circulars, 152. 

(Edema glottidis, 253. 

Old medical men, retirement of, 114. 

Olmsted, Dr. H, G., sarracenia purpurea in variola, 92. 

Omentum, cancer of, 218. 

QOperations, hospitals for, 31. 

Orders, general and special, 
140, 151, 164, 176. 

Otitis, warm. water in the treatment of, 115. 

Ovarian cysts, 110, 

Ovariotomy, successful case of, 48, 184; statistics of, 78; 
Jaud, 133. 


20, 43, 56, 67, 80, 92, 103, 116, 128, 


in Ire- 
P. 
Packard, Dr. T. H., review of work by, 66. 


Parker, Dr, W., hospital gangrene, 109, 
Perey, Dr. 8. R., letter from, 56, 


INDEX. 





Pertussis, 21, 33. 

Peters, Dr. D. C., — wounds, 46, 155. 

Pharm: —— ia of U.38., 100, 290. 

Phelps, Dr, A. J., injury of spine, 96. 

Phthisis, hort Pre in, 15; climate of San Salvador in the treat- 
ment of, 19; hypophosphites in, 37. 

Physicians’ revenue tax, 149. 

Plethora, 189. 

Pneumonia, lectures on, 81, 93, 105, 221; chronic, 230. 

Pomervy, Dr. O. D., death from chloroform, 229. 

Porte-caustique, a new uterine, 145. 

Porter, Dr. M. G., obituary of, 272. 

Post, Dr. A., hospital gangrene, 122; strangulated hernia, 97 ; 
tumor of, cicatrix, 194. 

Potassie permang unas in hospital gangrene, 255, 299. 

Pregnancy, epidemic jaundice in, 281. 

Prescribing, causes of modern changes in the art of, 118. 

Present remuneration for professional services, 184. 

Primary education of medical men, 115. 

Prisoners, treatment of rebel and federal, 281. 

Profession, state of the, in the country, 301. 

Progress of medical burean, 137. 

Progress of medical science, 73, 88, 255, 280. 

Puerperal inflamraation, prevention and cure of, 182. 

Pulse, infantile, in health, ‘eo 

Pumpkin seed in tapeworm, 133, 181. 

Pyemia, 143, 261. 


‘ R. 


Radcliffe, Dr. S. T., drainage from wounds, 60. 
Raphael, Dr, H., fracture leg, 72. 

Rectum, passage of balls from, 134, 142, 

tegimental hygiene, remarks on, 66, 

Remarks on gunshot fractures, 128. 

Rhinoplasty in America, 293. 

Ridgewood disinfecting powder, 170. 

Riots and their prevention, 41, 

Rome, medical history of, 16, 27, 39, 76. 

Roosa, Dr. D. B. St. J., foreign bodies in the ear, 73. 
Rulison, Dr. W. H., escape of balls per rectum, 242. 
Russian fleet, a medical visit to the, 188. 


TR 


San Salvador, climate of, 19. 

Sands, Dr, A. L., intra-dental splint, 63. 

Sands, Dr. H_ B., tibro-nucleated tumor of cheek, 74; cystic 
tumor of broad ligament, 136; fibro-recurrent tumor, and 
intra-uterine tumor, 195; tumor of testicle, 209. 

Sanitary commission, works of the, 157; international, 269. 

Sarracenia tg age in small-pox, 91, 107. 

Sayre, Dr. L. , exsection of head of femur, 51; 
simulating Setioet of the cervix ; 

Scorbutus in the navy, 35, 61. 

Septiceemia, 262. 

Ships, ventilation of, 152. 

Shoulder, amputation of, 4. 

Simpson, Dr. J. H., review of work by, 53. 

Skin, cause of color in yellow fever, 215. 

Skull, fracture of, by fist, 115. 

Slaughter-houses, removal of, 148. 

Small-pox, propagation of, by hacks, 78. 

Smith, Dr. J. Lewis, intussusception, 23; cyanosis, 117, 129, 
141, 153, 165, 207; disease of colon, 194; infantile pulse, 275. 

Smith's, Dr. N. R., anterior splint, cases treated by, 14. 

Smith, Dr T. S., removal of single goitrous tumor, 168. 

Soldiers, provision for disabled, 64; gymnastics for, 270. 

Southworth, Dr. C. L., letter from, 67. 

Spasm of glottis, character and treatment of, 70. 

Speir, Dr. 8. F., yellow fever, 215. 

Spine, gunshot injury of, 96, 

Squibb, Dr. E. R., report on new pharmacopeeia, 280. 

Stanford, Dr. R. L., hospital gangrene, 25, 

Statistics of the globe, 3. 

Stearns, Dr. H. P, imperforate anus, 182. 

Stilwell, Dr., gunshot wound of brain, 229. 

Strangulated hernia, discussion on, 75. 

Strychnia, poisoning by, 205. 

Students, primary education of, 161. 

Sun-stroke, treatment of, 91. 

Surgeons, for colored regiments, 100; 


arthritis of hip 
fract. cervix femoris, 136. 


in Libby prison, 188, 
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Surgical instruments, new material for, 171. 
Synovitis of knee-joint from central necrosis of femur, 217. 
Syphilis in the English army, 183. 


T. 


Tenia, expulsion of, 133, 181. 

Testicle, tumor of, 209. 

Tetanus, remarks on, 158, 

Thigh, amputation of, 5; treatment of gunshot fractures of, 285, 
287. 

Throat, removal of foreign body in the, 83; 
of, 154; treatment of wounds of, 253, 


Thrombosis, 225, 


encephaloid disease 


Towns, unhealthiness of, 232. 

Townsend, Dr. H., glyeogenic function of the liver, 298. 

Trachea, pressure of tumors on, 262. 

Tracheotomy in wounds of larynx, 49. 

Transactions of Medical Society of the State of New York, re- 
view of, 220, 231, 246. 

Trephining, 184. 

Trochanter, major, gunshot wound of, 13. 

Tubercle, cretaceous, expectoration of, 50. 

Tuberculosis, pulmonary stimulants in, 15. 

Tumor, from cicatrix, 194; fibro-recurrent and intra-uterine, 
195; of testicle, 209. 





U. 
Uriemia, 238. 
Urethrotomy, conclusions concerning, 224. 


Uterine inflammation, chronic, frequency without symptoms, 50. 


Uterine porte-caustique, new, 145. 
Uterus, anteflexion of, 179; gangrene of, 123. 


INDEX. 








V. 


Vaccination, interesting fact concerning, 96. 

Vanderpoel, Dr. 8. O., anteflexion of the uterus, 179. 

Variola, sarracenia purpurea in, 31, 91; propagation of, by 
hacks, 78. 

Venous blood in arteries after wounds of the spine, 96. 

Ventilation in ships, 152. 

Veratrum viride as a help to diagnosis in cardiac diseases, 9, 
54. 

Vermont Medical Society, officers of the, 260. 

Viruses, 273. 

Vivisections, report on, 126, 173. 

Voss, Dr. L, A., lipoma, 194; necrosis of lower jaw, 194, 208. 

Vulvo-vaginitis, 243. 


W. 


War, life-saving in, 29. 

War and hygiene, 89. 

War, relations to medical science, 197; humanities and inhu- 
manitiés of 231. 

Watson, Dr, John, obituary notice of, 42, 

Weeks, Dr. G. R., pysemia, 143. 

Weights and measures, changes in, 286, 

Whiskey in the army, 18. 

Wood spirit and its detection, 88 

Wood, Dr. James R., malignant disease of leg, 38. 

Wounded, treatment of, by rebels, on the tield, 100. 


Y. 


Yellow fever, cases of, 134, 146, 156, 215. 
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SPECIAL NOTICES. 


ERRATA IN NOS. FOR NOY, 28, AND DEC. 5. | 


Page 235, second column, first line, for promoting read preventing. 
Page 265, for Cambridge Hospital read Campbell Hospital. The pre- 
scriptions should be as follows: Tr. saponis comp, Zijss. Tr. Opii = ii. 
Tr. Arnice 3i. Second prescription: Sol, Quiniw Sulph Z ii. (9ii) Vini 
xer. 1i, Third preseription: Pil. Opii et eamph. No. VI. The word liq. 
in the formula for the wash after the symbol for pint, omit it; the pre- 
scription in the same case should be: potass. permanganatis, grs, xii, aquie 
31. tea-spoonful every three hours. Case Il. The spirit. fromenti instead 
of fermenti. The ointment of permanganate potassa should read, in the 
proportion of 30 grs., instead of 30 per cent. to an ounce of cerate, 





MARRIED. 
BrivxomEe—Sewai.—On Tuesday, Dee. 15, at St. Luke’s Chureh, by the 
tev. J. H. Tuttle, D.D., J. Buvxome to Miss Josnrnine Sewaxt, all of 
this city. 

Lee— Wnirarsa.—At Abington, Mass., Dec. 2, Luther M, Lee, M.D., 

of Randolph, to Miss Mary V. Wuirmansn, of Abington. 
DIED, 

Crooxs,—At Sterrett’s Gap, Perry Co., Pa., Oct. 16, of consumption, con- 
tracted while in the service of the United states, John W. Crooks, M.D., 
of the 9th Pennsylvania Cavalry, in the 85th year of his age. 

Hosss.—In Waltham, Mass., Dr. Lxenezer Howes, 69 years, 








——— 
METEOROLOGY AND NECROLOGY OF THE WEEK IN THE CITY 
AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK, 
Abstract of the Official Report. 
From the 14th day of December to the 20th day of December, 1863. 


Deaths.—Men, 121; women, 124; boys, 142; girls, 116; total, 503, Adults, 
245; children, 258; males, 263; females, 240; colored, 3. Infants nnder 
two years of age, 157. Children born of native parents, 49; foreign, 197. 

Among the causes of death we notice :-—Apoplexy, 11; infantile eonvul- 
sions, 26, croup, 25; diphtheria, 23; diarrhea and dysentery, 12; erysipelas, 
8; scarlet fever, 29; typhus and typhoid fevers, 24; hooping-cough, 10; 
flammation of brain, 17; of bowels, 10; of lungs, 45; measles, 8; albu- 
minuria, 7; consumption, 82; dropsy, 9; dropsy in head, 14; infantile 
marasmus, 18. 285 deaths occurred from acute diseases, and 40 from 
Violent causes. 325 were native, and 178 foreign; of whom 121 came 
from Lreland ; 59 died in the City Charities; of whom 20 were in Bellevue 
Hospital, and 3 in the Lmimigrant Institution, 

Abstract of the Atmospherical Record of the Eastern Dispensary, kept in 
the Market Building, No, 57 Essex street, New York.” 
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\5 SIX A.M. TWO P.M. TEN P.M. 
Nov. 6 Sie s £1 ei 
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18th. 29.80 5i 2 29.60 E. 46 2 29.50 Ww. 
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evening clear, 
one-quarter inch; evening variable, loth and 
lith. Slect and small rain all day. 
19th. r:nostly clear, with fresh wind, 


Rain, nearly all day, one-half inch; 
tain nearly all day, 
16th. Mostly clear, with fresh wind. 
18th. Rain a.m.; mostly clear row. 
Kain for the week, 154 inches. 


Remanks.—13th, 
14th. | 


> 
SPECIAL NOTICES. 

Surerean Secrion.— There will be no Meeting, in December, 

of the Section of Surge ry and Surgical Pathology of the N. Y. 


Academy, owing to the regular day falling on Christmas. 





yr r 1 am 
BOWDOIN COLLEGE. 
MEDICAL DEPARTMENT. 
The 44th Annual Course of Lectures in the Mrprean Scuoor or MAINE, 
at Bowdoin College, will commence February 26th, and continue sixteen 
weeks. Cireulars containing fail information can be had on application 


to the Secretary, at Williamstown, Mass., or to 5. 8. Conant, M.D., 27 
East 24th street, New York. 


Pp. A. CHADBOURNE, M.D., 
4 Secreta ry. 
Brunswick, October 9, 1863. 


y . ere ‘ = ae ae =i 
few York Academy of Medicine.— 
Transactions, Vol. I. Svo. cloth, $2.50. In paper eover, $2.00. Sub- 
scriptions received for the ‘Transactions at $2.00 per volume. Bullet «, 
Vol. L., 1861-62, 8vo. cloth, $1.50. If sent by mail, 32 cents extra must be 
remitted for the Transactions, Vol. L., and 36 cents for the Bulletin, Vol. 
Baw.uuers Brotucrs, 440 Uroadway, N. Y. 





Deo, 26, 1868, 


aa r . 
ew York Ophthalmic School.— 
Leetures on Ophthalmic Medicine and Surgery will be delivered 
at the N. Y. Ophthalmic Hospital, corner 4th Ave. and 28th st., every 
Saturday, at four o'clock P.M. by Marcus P. Stephenson, M.1)., one of 
the attending surgeons. The Lectures will be illustrated by Dissections, 
Models, Paintings, and by Delrympl's magnificent engravings on the 
mathology of the eye. Clinical instruction will also be given Tuesday, 
Vharsday, and Saturday, from 1 to 8 o'clock p.m. at the Hospital to the 

members of the class. 

Tickets for the entire Course will be 87. -Examination and Diploma, 


SOLOMON JENNER, A.M., 
President. 


DR. C. F. TAYLOR’S 
LOCALIZED MOVEMENTS, 


NO. 159 FIFTH AVENUE. 


NEW YORK. 


ONE BLOCK BELOW Oru AVE. HOTEL. 





+ 


CHARLES F. TAYLOR, M.D. BENJ. LER, M.D 


Artificial Limbs, for fa ., 
Inferior and Superior Extremities, by 
E. D- HUDSON, M.D.,, 
CLINTON HALL, (up stairs.) Eighth Street, or Astor 
Place, New York. 
FEET for Limbs shortened by Hip Disease, an important 
apparatus, unique and comely. 








Soldiers provided with legs, without cost, by Dr. IL, the only one com- 
missioned by the Surgeon-General, U.S.A., for the Northern Division, 
Dr. H., having devoted his attention and practice for fourteen years to 
the subject of Artificial Limbs, has made such improvements upon the 
“Palmer Patent,” the right to which is his by purchase, as to render bis 
trea‘ment in this branch of surgery superior to all others. The Surgical 
Adjuvant sent gratis. 
: REFERENCES. 
VALENTINE Mott, M.D., Ws. H. Van Buren, M.D., 
Wittarp Parker, M.D., Srepnen Serra, M.1)., 
J. M. Carnocnan, M.D., Tiomas Markos, M.D., 
Gurpon Buex, M.D., James K, Woop, M.D., 
F. H. Hamittos, M.D., Brigade Davip P. Smrrn, M.D., Surgeon 
Surgeon of U.S.A., U.S.A. 


. . ‘ . 
Jputfalo Medical and Surgical Journal. 
) A MONTHLY PERIODICAL. 
rhe Buffalo Medical and Surgical Journal is published monthly, contain- 
ing reports of Medical Societies and Hospitals, Editorials, Reviews, Cor- 
respondence, Army News, etc., ete. ; ineluding the usual variety of Medi- 
eal erivdical Publications, Specimen copies cent on application. Terms 
¥2.00 a year, m advance, = 
4 1. FP. MINER, M.D., 
Editor Bugle Med, and Surg. Jour., 
buffalo, N. Y. 


VACCINE 
Virus of all kinds, perfectly pure, and 
most reliable, used by the leading physicians of this city; put up in 


Prices—single 
«i quills, 


the best form for transmission to any part of the world. 
tube, 75 ets.; three, $2; single charge of eighth-day lymph, on poin 
15 cts; fifteen points, $1; single charge, on convex surface of section of 
quill, 20 ets, ; ten, $1. Crusts from $1 to $3 rding to weight. 
Address, Eastern Dispensary, 57 Essex Street, New York. 

FISH’S 

> yary Te Ip “ATT is 
LAMP HEATING APPARATL 

KEROSENE OR GAS. 

Already has this invention found its place in the Nursery, the Sick. 
Room, Hospital, Barber Shop, Restaurant, the Students’ Koom at Col 
lege, ete. ete., and for family purposes, where summer fires have here 
tufore rocsted the occupants, they now prepare their meals by this ap 
paratus at Jess cost than they incurred for kindling wood. For further 
particulars send for Pamphlet, which will be sent by mail, free. 

WM. D. RUSSELL, 
206 Pearl st, New York 











‘ Sel: <] . 
Te Physicians.—A thoroughly edu- 
cated ard experienced Physician (American), with means, can 
enter into a respectable and legitimate professional busine ss, securing a 
large income, by addressing L, H., Box 4142, Post Otfiee, New York 





Inguiries must be accompanied with references. 
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GEORGE TIEMANN & CO, pean 
anutacturers of Surgical Instru- 
MENTS, &e. ; 
No. 68 CHATHAM STREET, NEW YORK. 
 OFT0 & BETES; 
Manufacturers and Importers of 

Surgical, Orthopedical, and Dental 
Instruments, Trusses, ete., 


58 Chatham Street, New York. 


The various Splints for Morbus Coxarius, Abdominal Supporters, Shoulder- 
braces, Stockings for Varicose Veins, Electric Machines, Ear-Trumpets, 
Fractare Splints, Crutches, Syringes, Enemas, Skeletons, Fine Cutlery, ete. 


) rtificial Legs and 

Arms, Selpho’s Patent. The best sub- 
stitutes for lost limbs the world of science 
has everinvented. (Established 24 years.) 
Can be had only of 


cases 


WM. SELPHO, 
Patentee and Inventor. 
Send for pamphlet. 516 Broadway, N. Y. 
N.B,—A Silver Medal just awarded at the late Fair of the American 
Institute for the best Artificial Limbs. 


DISEASES OF THE THROAT. 
DR. ELSBERG, 





LECTURER ON THE LARYNGOSCOPE AND DISEASES OF THE 
LARYNX AND THROAT IN THE UNIVERSITY OF 
NEW YORK, 


Devotes himself specially to the Treatment of Diseases of 


THE LARYNX 
and Neighboring Organs. 
OFFICE HOURS FROM 4 TO 6 P.M. 
53 West 15th Street. 


1 _ ~ —_—_ ——_—— 

\ Miwt 5 4 ee >, -?) 
| he “Elixir of Calisaya Bark’— 

pi 
- was introduced to the notice of the Faculty in 1830, by J. Milhau, the 
sole Inventor, None of those numeroas firms Were in existence, who, rather 
than give a new name to anew article, have round it more convenient with- 
in a few years to appropriate the above extensively known title ; it is there 
fore presumable that physicians in preseribing, as for over thirty years, 
have reference solely to the original article mate by J. Mrtuat & Son, 

Also, the CHALYBEATE ELIXIR OF CALISAYA BARK (copy- 
righted), being the above preparation with the addition of two grains of 
the celebrated Pyrophosphate of Iron to each wineglassful, 

Sole agency for Frenen ArtiriciaL Eyes from the leading Paris manufac- 
turer. Single eyes to order. Sets of 120 for oculists. 

J. Mirmau & Son, 
Druggists and Pharmaceutists, 183 Broadway, N.Y., near Cortlandt st 

Fither agents for or importers of all the French medicines and fine pre- 
parations in vogue, ; 

% \ 10 : i my. 2. 

ueru’s Cod Liver Oil Jelly.—This 

Jelly. bas been approved by the N. Y. Academy of Medicine, and 
offers the following advantages over the liquid of] :— 

1. It can be swallowed without imparting any oil to the palate. ; 

2. It is digested by the most delicate stomachs, even by those which 
reject the oil. : 

3. It will never operate as a cathartic. 

4. Being entirely digested, the dose is only one tablespoonful; it con- 
tains 85 per cent. of oil, as | proved by operating before a committee 
appointed ad hoc by the Academy of Medicine. For sale by every drug- 
rist. 
as Wholesale at the Office, 

86 Platt Street, N.Y. 

> LL a3 ; \ M | af Py ¥ ‘ 

R eliable Gelatine Capsules of Balsam 
L of Copaiba, containing each 10 grains of Pure Balsam. . 
ALSO 

RELIABLE CAPSULES OF BALSAM OF COPAIBA AND OIL 
OF CUBEBS, containing each 9 grains of Copaiva and 1 grain of Oil of 
Culebs. 

One grain of Of] of Cubebs represents 18 grains of cubebs. 

Prepared by E. QUERU, 
Chemist and Pharmaceutist. 

I beg leave to offer to the profession the above capsules as perfectly 
reliable, and made of the best and carefully selected substances, and would 
respectfully request physicians to compare these capsules with any in the 


market. tJ. L. M. QUERU, 
86 Platt Street. 
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WADE & FORD, 
Instrument Makers to the 
NEW YORK, BELLEVUE, AND CITY HOSPITALS, 


Manufacture and Import all kinds of 
SURGICAL AND DENTAL INSTRUMENTS, APPLIANCES, 
SYRINGES, evc., 
85 Fulton street, New York. 

W. & F. beg leave to call the attention of the Faculty to the latest and 
most COMPACT general operating case, which they have arranged under 
the supervision of Dr. James R. Woon, a full description of which will be 
forwarded my application. Also, Dr. Lewis A, Sayre’s improved out- 
door Splint for Moruvs Coxarius, Directions for measurements will be 
forwarded when requested. 

References :—J ames R. Woop, M.D., Lewis A. Sayre, M.D., STEPHEN 
Sairu, M.D., B. F. Bacue, M.D., U.S.N. 

PRICED CATALOGUES WILL BE SENT TO ANY ADDRESS. 


P Agents for Jewett’s Artificial Limbs, which are superior to all 
others 
ee" Sole Agents for “ Ferminichs Irritation Instrument.” Price $8.00. 


wyy Y 7 Yr 

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR'S! 

The CRAIG MICROSCOPE, with mounted objects, con- 
stitutes a beautiful and appropriate HOLIDAY GIFT to old 
or young; combining instruction with amusement; magni- 
fying about 100 diameters or 10,000 times, being the power 
most frequently required for practical purposes, and yet so 
simple that achild can use it. It is mailed, prepaid, for 
$2.25; with 6 beautiful mounted objects, $83; with 24 ob- 
jects, $5. Liberal discount to dealers, 

Address, 
HENRY CRAIG, 

335 Broadway, New York. 
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The “Fifth Avenue Pharmacy, 
157 FIFTH AVE., BET. 21st anp 22p ST. 

J. P. FILER, Proprreror, 

JOHN CANAVAN, PuarmMacevtist. 

The Undersigned would beg to inform the Medical Profession that he 
is again in business at the above establishment, where, having the 
entire control of the Pharmaceutical Department, he will be enabled 

to carry on business as formerly for himself. 
Respectfully, 
JOHN CANAVAN. 

N.B.—Medicines at all hours, day and night. 


MESSRS. BAILLIERE BROTHERS 


Beg to inform the 


MEDICAL PROFESSION 


And STUDENTS, that having purchased a stock of the publications of 
MESSRS. BLANCHARD & LEA, LIPPINCOTT & 
CO, LINDSAY & BLAKISTON, Erc. 

They are prepared to sell all the publications of these Houses at a very 


LIBERAL DISCOUNT FoR CasH. Prices will be given on application and 
orders are respectfully solicited 








TERMS OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL TIMES. 
City and Canadian Subscribers, $3.50 per annum, payable in advance, 
Mail Subscribers, $3 per annum, payable in advance. 

Remittances must accompany an order for the Journal. - 

The Publishers will not hold themselves responsible for the loss of 
moneys inelosed in unregistered letters. 

There are two volumes a year, commencing on the Ist of January and 
July; but subscriptions may begin at any date. 

Those who desire to have the series complete can be supplied with the 
back numbers at the original subscription price, 

The last volume, nicely bound in cloth, may be had at the office, for #2 00 
and free by mail for $2.82; cloth cases for binding may be had at the office 
for 25 cents, and free by mail for 34 cents. 

*,* Tux Mevicat Tres is published every Saturday morning, and is 
transmitted direct by mail throughout every section of the country. As a 
medium for immediate communication with the medical profession of the 
United States, it offers unsurpassed facilities to those desiring to advertise 
Medical Colleges and Schools, late Works, Surgical ne. Instruments 
of every kind, Drugs and Medicines, etc., etc. The following terms of 
transient advertisements may be modified by special contract for perma- 
nent insertion: 


4g column, orless,, ° « « each insertion $1 00 
Sen Se >. ome i ok r 1 80 
oe > . . . ° . . nd 8 60 
1 5 et ee ee ee " 7 20 
A deduction of 10 per cent is made for 6 insertions. 

o 25 oo ae oo 13 

oe 30 oe we “ 26 oe 

oe 85 o “ oy 52 “a 


Communications should be addressed “ Office American Medical Times 
440 Broadway, N. Y.” BAILLIERE BROTHERS, 
Publishers and Proprietors, 


“F 908V 

















